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European and External Relations Committee 

19th Meeting, 2014 (Session 4), Thursday 30 October 2014 

Brussels Bulletin 

Introduction  

1. The latest Brussels Bulletin – Issue 2014/11 - is attached in Annexe A. Additional 
information on the new European Commission is attached at Annexe B. 
 
Recommendation  

 

2. The Committee is invited to indicate whether it would like any follow-up 

actions for any of the items contained in the Brussels Bulletin and to agree to 

forward it on to relevant committees for their consideration. 

 

 Katy Orr 
Clerk 

 



 
Annexe A 
 
Issue 2014/11 October 2014 
 
This issue includes news from 3 October 2014 to 23 October 2014. 
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General, Cross-cutting & Institutional Affairs 

European Commission 
On 22 October, the European Parliament formally approved the new European Commission with 
423 votes in favour, 209 against and 67 abstentions. 52 MEPs did not vote. EU Heads of State or 
Government then formally appointed the new Commission at the European Council meeting on 23 
October. The new Commission will take office on 1 November for a five-year term (until 31 
October 2019). 
 
The Scottish MEP’s voted in the following way on the new Commission. Alyn Smith MEP and Ian 
Hudghton MEP voted in favour of the new Commission, thereby rebelling against the group 
position of the Greens/European Free Alliance. Catherine Stihler MEP also voted in favour, in line 
with the Socialists and Democrats’ position, whereas David Martin MEP abstained. Ian Duncan 
also abstained, in line with the European Conservatives and Reformists’ position. David Coburn 
followed the Europe of Freedom and Direct Democracy line by voting against the new 
Commission. 
 
The new Socialists and Democrats’ Leader, Gianni Pittella (Italy), welcomed the new Commission 
but warned that its credibility will be at stake on the €300 billion investment plan and spoke out 
against a “race to the bottom” between European workers. Although the majority of European 
Conservatives and Reformists abstained, their leader Syed Kamall (UK) praised Juncker’s 
“integrated structure focused on outcomes,” and welcomed proposals to cut red tape, and focus 
on the digital market, energy security and the subsidiarity principle. Liberals and Democrats leader 
Guy Verhofstadt was in favour of the new Commission and said, "We expect a Commission with 
ambition and vision, to lead us out of the crisis, and not a secretariat of the Council.”  
 
MEPs called UK nominee Jonathan Hill (Financial Stability, Financial Services and Capital 
Markets Union) back for a second confirmation hearing, after which they were satisfied with his 
suitability for the role. However, Slovenian Commissioner-designate Alenka Bratušek (Energy 
Union) withdrew her candidacy following a particularly poor performance in her confirmation 
hearing. Bratušek was replaced by new politician Violeta Bulc, who has been given the Transport 
portfolio. Former Transport nominee Maroš Šefčovič has been promoted to Vice-President for 
Energy Union (Slovakia). Both faced hearings in the Parliament on 20 October.  
 
The new College comprises 13 Commissioners from the centre-right European People’s Party, 
eight from the centre-left Socialists and Democrats, five from the Alliance of Liberals and 
Democrats, one Conservative, and one that is not aligned to any of the EU-level political 
groupings. In terms of political experience, 19 were previously Government Ministers, nine were 
Prime Ministers or Deputy Prime Ministers, seven have already been European Commissioners, 
and eight are former MEPs.  
 
Economy, Enterprise and Energy  

Non-financial reporting 
The Council of the European Union has adopted the proposed Directive on disclosure of non-
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financial and diversity information by large companies and groups. The Directive, which requires 
large companies of over 500 employees to disclose information on their environmental, social and 
employee-related impacts in their annual reports, has already been approved by the European 
Parliament, and after its publication in the Official Journal of the European Union Member States 
will have two years to transpose it into national law. Michel Barnier, outgoing Internal Market and 
Services Commissioner, has stated that the Directive “will drive the long-term performance of the 
EU's largest companies by significantly improving their transparency”. The Directive will apply to 
around 6000 European companies and groups. 
 
Transatlantic Trade and Investment Partnership  
On 9 October the Council of the EU published the EU’s negotiating mandate for the Transatlantic 
Trade and Investment Partnership (TTIP), increasing the transparency of the TTIP negotiating 
process. The mandate, given to the European Commission by Member State governments, has 
guided the seven rounds of negotiations that have taken place to date.  
 
The most contentious aspect of TTIP has been the inclusion of investor state dispute settlement 
(ISDS), a legal instrument which grants foreign investors the right to initiate dispute settlement 
against host governments which introduce legislation rendering the business of the foreign 
investor unviable. European Commission President-elect Jean-Claude Juncker has voiced his 
opposition to ISDS and has curbed the autonomy of his Trade Commissioner Cecilia Malmström 
by giving First Vice-President Frans Timmermans the right to veto the inclusion of ISDS in the 
trade agreement. 14 Member State governments, including the UK, have written to the 
Commission stating that the inclusion of ISDS was part of the mandate issued to the Commission 
by national governments, and should not be overruled due to the concerns of Juncker and the 
German government.   
 
The next round of TTIP negotiations is yet to be scheduled.  
 
Creative industries 
The European Commission has published two reports recently stressing the need for preservation 
of European culture, as enabling better online access to cultural assets. The first report concerns 
the digitisation of culture with a view to its preservation, while the second focuses on better ways 
to preserve film in danger of deterioration. The publication of the reports was designed to coincide 
with a recent conference hosted by the Italian Presidency, considering the reuse of digital cultural 
content in education, tourism and leisure, and the inherent opportunities for cultural institutions 
and creative industries.  
 
There has also been increased discussion recently as to best ways to encourage a more 
widespread and systematic use of the European Structural and Investment Funds for part-
financing digitisation projects. According to Commission estimates, the creative industries 
constitute around four per cent of the EU’s GDP. 
 
2030 Climate and Energy Framework 
A group of EU Member States, called the v4+, have stated that they will oppose the energy 
efficiency and renewable targets set for 2030, designed to follow on from the current 2020 goals, 
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and will instead press for a single emissions goal. Poland, the Czech Republic, Slovakia, Bulgaria, 
Romania and Hungary have taken issue with the Commission’s clean air and circular economy 
packages, which set out, among other things, a cut in sulphur oxide (SO2) emissions by 81% from 
the 2005 level. The countries, promising to act only jointly, will press to reduce the targets, 
indicating that non-binding targets or additional flexibility could be a solution. They also criticised 
the time-scale, asking either for an extended time-scale or individual new targets. 
 
The European Council meeting of 23-24 October agreed the targets for Climate Change and 
Energy 2030, a process which President Herman Van Rompuy described as being “not easy, not 
at all”. A number of Member States – including the UK – had made clear a preference for a single 
legal goal on emissions reductions. Others – including France and Germany – had indicated they 
would not back down on an energy efficiency goal as part of the package. Additionally, incoming 
Commission President Juncker and the Commissioner designate for Energy and Climate Change, 
Cañete, had both stated that they would push for an efficiency target.  
 
The Council agreed a climate target of a reduction of at least 40% of greenhouse gas emissions 
by 2030 (on the 1990 baseline), a commitment to at least 27% of renewables in 2030, and an 
increase of at least 27% in energy efficiency.  The European Council also agreed a fourth target 
on energy linkage to provide an insurance against domestic production being down, as well as the 
opportunity to match supply and demand across borders. 
 
Internal Energy Market 
On 13 October the European Commission published a progress report assessing the state of play 
towards completion of the European Internal Energy Market (IEM). The assessment consists of a 
package of reports taking stock of the main achievements and challenges for the completion of the 
IEM. It includes detailed analysis on investments, unbundling and enforcement in EU states; as 
well as 28 country-specific reports on the assessments of the state of the energy markets in the 
Member States. Key issues identified for the UK were a need for greater investment in electricity 
infrastructure and more interconnection. The study asserts the regulatory regime around the UK 
market is becoming increasingly complex, something which may impede investment. 
 
The assessment broadly finds that European energy market integration has delivered on many of 
its ambitions to date. These include a decline in wholesale electricity prices, stability in wholesale 
gas prices between 2008 and 2012, increased consumer choice when choosing energy suppliers, 
as well as greater construction of missing infrastructure links between EU countries. However, a 
number of further measures are still required across the EU to accelerate the IEM’s completion, 
including:  
 
 Greater investment in infrastructure, including smart grids. In particular, the Commission 

identifies the better-linking of the Iberian, Baltic, Irish and UK electricity grids with the 
continental grids as a major priority. In gas, these investments should focus on ending the 
isolation of the Baltic States and diversifying suppliers for countries in Eastern Europe.  

 Completion by 2020 of three quarters of the EU's infrastructure ‘projects of common interest’ 
(PCIs – a list of 248 priority projects which was adopted by the Commission in October 2013 
and which can be eligible for support from a Connecting Europe Finance Facility). 
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 The implementation of a set of simple, harmonised rules across Europe for gas and electricity 
trading. 

 Ensuring government intervention only takes place when secure energy flows cannot be 
guaranteed by the market. 

 A stronger emphasis on regional cooperation; the Commission emphasises in particular that 
regional initiatives provide a solid basis for delivering the IEM, especially through the expansion 
of cross-border network infrastructure such as the North Seas Countries' Offshore Grid 
Initiative.  

 Encouraging consumers to become more active players in the energy market (i.e. through the 
use of smart meters). 

 Greater linkage between retail and wholesale markets, in order that lower wholesale prices lead 
to lower consumer prices. The Commission’s country assessment for the UK showed its gas 
and electricity markets have particularly poor scores on trust in providers and overall consumer 
satisfaction (as well as an above-average number of consumer complaints). 

 
The report emphasises the importance of completing the IEM and ensuring well-connected and 
well-integrated energy markets (especially in the context of the Ukraine crisis, and its inherent 
risks for security of supply). During the March European Council earlier this year, EU Leaders 
reaffirmed their commitment to the completion of the IEM by the end of 2014, and placed particular 
focus on developing interconnections and ending isolation of ‘energy islands’ from European gas 
and electricity networks by 2015.  
 
Following the publication of the Commission’s Energy Security Strategy in May 2014 (which 
highlighted the need for improved energy interconnections and faster implementation of PCIs in 
the field of energy infrastructure), EU Leaders are likely to endorse a potential 15% 
interconnection target for 2030 for PCIs as one of the targets in the new EU Climate and Energy 
Framework for 2030. A number of PCIs have been identified for the UK; which include bidirectional 
gas flows between Great Britain, Northern Ireland and Ireland, and 17 PCIs in the field of 
electricity.  
 
Energy Funding 
At the time of writing, the European Council on 23 and 24 October is expected to see EU Leaders 
endorse the continuation of the NER (New Entrants’ Reserve) mechanism established under the 
EU Emissions Trading Scheme (ETS) to support low carbon energy projects of a transformational 
nature and scale. The current NER 300 (financed through the sale of a set-aside of 300 ETS 
allowances) was a fixed scheme with two calls for proposals for innovative renewables and carbon 
capture and storage (CCS) projects. Two Scottish projects were selected for awards in the first 
round of calls - the Sound of Islay (€20.7m) tidal array and Kyle Rhea Tidal Turbine Array 
(€18.4m). Pending formal agreement of EU Leaders, an extension of the scheme will be launched 
in an NER 400 (with an increased set aside of 400 million allowances with which to generate 
funds). In addition to low carbon energy projects, the future scheme would also support low carbon 
projects in the industrial sector. 
 
 



6 
 

6 

 

Energy Grids 
The European Commission welcomed an announcement on 13 October by the Norwegian 
Government that it intends to licence the construction of two subsea cables linking Norway to 
Germany and UK. The two 1400 MW subsea cables will enable the three countries to exchange 
electricity and use the Norwegian hydropower potential. The announcement came in the context of 
the publication of the Commission’s progress report on the state of play towards the completion of 
the Internal Energy Market, for which the implementation of connections bringing the British and 
Baltic grids closer to the main European networks are of high priority. The announcement also 
followed a June 2012 agreement between the British, German and Norwegian governments to 
create a partnership between the three countries for sustainable, long-term, energy security. 
 
State Aid for Nuclear 
The European Commission’s Competition Directorate has given its approval of revised UK plans 
to subsidise the construction and operation of a new nuclear power plant at Hinkley Point, in 
Somerset (expected to start operating in 2023), concluding these are in line with EU state aid 
rules. The decision follows negotiation and agreement with the UK agreeing to modify the 
originally proposed terms of the project’s financing, reducing the UK’s proposed public financial 
contribution.  
 
During the investigation, the UK authorities demonstrated that the support would address a 
genuine market failure and that the promoters of the project would not be able to obtain the 
necessary private/market financing due to its unprecedented nature and scale, dispelling the 
Commission’s initial doubts. The revised plan will also ensure the gains generated by the project 
will also be better-shared with UK consumers. 
 
The decision comes as the role of nuclear energy has returned to the centre of political debate in 
various European capitals. 14 October sees the Finnish Parliament discussing the plan for a new 
nuclear facility, whilst French Parliamentarians are also currently considering an energy package 
which includes reducing country's reliance on nuclear energy from 75 percent to 50 percent by 
2025. While Member States are free to determine their energy mix, the Commission has the 
responsibility to ensure that whenever public money is spent to support companies, this is done in 
line with the EU state aid rules. Heightened energy security concerns as a result of the Ukraine-
Russia crisis have increased attention on short term alternative energy sources including nuclear. 
 
Transport and Infrastructure 

Ports 

Ministers in the European Transport, Telecommunications and Energy Council on 8 October 
adopted a General Approach on the Commission’s proposed regulation to create a framework to 
access for port services in the EU. The regulation, which would apply to all those seaports 
included in the EU Trans-European Transport Network (including Aberdeen, Edinburgh Forth, 
Glasgow Clyde, Orkney, Stornaway, Stranraer, and Ullapool), aims to establish an EU-level 
framework on service provision and financial transparency; with the ambition of preventing price 
abuses by operators with exclusive rights, and ensuring that all port users receive efficient and 
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equal treatment. The approach has seen general agreement on the proposal, albeit with some 
changes from the Commission’s original. These included an exemption for cargo handling and 
passenger services from market access provisions, and an inclusion that dredging would only be 
covered by the rules requiring separate accounts for publicly funded activities.  
 
Furthermore, whilst the regulation is entirely applicable to pilotage, Member States may still decide 
not to apply market access rules. A number of provisions have also been made more flexible in 
order to avoid disproportionate administrative burdens for small ports, as well as taking into 
account the diversity of the port sector in Europe as well as the particular circumstances. This has 
included increasing the potential for limiting the number of service providers, e.g. to include cases 
where the level of traffic does not make it economically viable for several service providers to 
operate. Approval is yet to be gained by the European Parliament before the draft regulation can 
enter into force. 
Roads 

Speaking before the International Road Transport Union conference on 9 October, Siim Kallas, 
Vice-President of the European Commission, outlined the main features of his five year tenure at 
the Commissioner for Transport, as well as highlighting future areas for action.  In terms of 
successes, Kallas included the Alternative Fuels Directive, the revision of the Directive on 
maximum weights and dimensions (aiming to make trucks safer and more aerodynamic), and the 
tripling of the infrastructure and research budget through the Connecting Europe Facility and 
Horizon 2020. Kallas emphasised the importance of opening the market for road freight transport, 
acknowledging that whilst a controversial issue, road transport still carries more goods than any 
other mode of transport. 
 

Environment, Climate, Rural and Fisheries 

Beyond GDP 

Increasingly outspoken as a convinced environmentalist, outgoing Environment Commissioner 
Janez Potočnik has delivered a stark speech at a Brussels conference on ‘Moving beyond GDP in 
European economic governance’, where he called for the EU to “escape the handcuffs of GDP”. 
Potočnik underlined the limitations of economic indicators such as GDP in painting a full view of 
society. If we are to transform Europe into a resource-efficient, low-carbon sustainable economy, 
we need something more to measure progress, which also takes environmental and social 
considerations into account, he said. He called for a “clear and communicable target for resource 
efficiency within the Europe 2020 Strategy”, in order to ensure action at national and EU level. The 
Commission has proposed resource productivity, measured on the basis of Raw Material 
Consumption to GDP, as the most suitable target to address this. The incoming Juncker 
Commission is expected to signal how it intends to take this work forward. 
 
Marine environment 
The Joint Research Centre (the Commission’s in-house research service) has established a new 
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Competence Centre in order to provide research and scientific support to the implementation of 
the Marine Strategy Framework Directive (MSFD). The establishment of the centre aims to help 
EU Member States with their implementation of MSFD in order to achieve ‘Good Environmental 
Status’ of their marine waters by 2020, as required. The new centre aims to act as a ‘science-
policy interface’; facilitating cooperation and information exchange for the successful 
implementation of the MSFD through the establishment of a knowledge and expertise-sharing 
platform, as well as allowing access to guidance, assessments and reviews. 
 
Cities and climate change 
On 16 October, European Commissioner for Climate Action, Connie Hedegaard, welcomed 
mayors from across Europe to an official signing ceremony pledging their commitment to the 
Commission’s Mayors Adapt scheme. Mayors Adapt was launched within the framework of the 
Covenant of Mayors climate change initiative and provides local authorities with support in 
adapting infrastructure and policies to climate impacts. Stirling is a signatory city to Mayors Adapt 
and, according to the most recent information, Glasgow is in the process of joining the initiative.    
 

Agriculture and Fisheries 

On 13 October, Ministers, including Richard Lochhead, attended an Agriculture and Fisheries 
Council meeting. 
 
Russian Ban on Imports 

Ministers discussed the impact and implications of the Russian ban on imports of EU agricultural 
and fisheries products, which has been in place since early August this year. In August and 
September, the Commission took emergency measures for fruit and vegetables. Market measures 
were also adopted for the milk sector in early September. The discussion on possible targeted 
compensations for dairy producers in the Baltic States and Finland will continue on the basis of 
more detailed information to be given by the Commission. Several Member States also stated that 
the fruit and vegetable members were insufficient. The Commission briefed Ministers on potential 
actions in response to the Russian ban on EU fisheries products, such as the use of storage aid, 
aid for temporary cessation, and state aids. 
 
EU-Norway Fisheries Agreement 

Ministers held an exchange of views on the annual consultations between the EU and Norway 
under their bilateral fisheries agreement. The 1980 bilateral fisheries agreement between the 
European Commission and Norway covers joint stocks in the North Sea, some jointly managed, 
others not. Annual Total Allowable Catches (TACs) are set jointly by the EU and Norway for the 
jointly managed joint stocks. The first round of consultations will take place from 17 to 21 
November in Bergen (Norway) and the second round from 1 to 5 December in Clonakilty (Ireland). 
 
Most Ministers present recognised the usefulness of this agreement with Norway but would favour 
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a cautious approach from the EU as regards TACs and other associated measures for the main 
jointly managed joint stocks in the North Sea. They also prefer a cautious approach for other 
stocks that it might be worthwhile to identify and use for the reciprocal exchange of quotas. 
 
The main issues for this year’s consultations are: 
 

 Detailed management arrangements for the seven jointly managed fish stocks in the North 
Sea; 

 Possible adjustments to the long-term management plans for North Sea stocks of haddock 
and herring in the light of new International Council for the Exploration of the Seas advice; 
and 

 The exchange of reciprocal fishing possibilities in order, among other things, to enable the 
continuation of a number of fishing operations which are important for the fishermen of both 
parties. 

 
Agricultural Products  

The Council also adopted a regulation on information provision and promotion measures for 
agricultural products on the internal market and in third countries) following a first reading 
agreement with the European Parliament. The UK, Netherlands and Swedish delegations voted 
against.  
 
Employment, Skills and Education 

Employment and social situation 
The European Commission’s 6 October Employment and Social Situation Quarterly Review, 
shows that unemployment remains high across the EU. Many new jobs are temporary or part-time, 
and unemployment is increasingly becoming long-term. The review does however show that youth 
unemployment has decreased significantly overall, although some Member States are still 
enduring particularly high levels, such as Greece and Spain. The review suggests that life-long 
learning can help to improve overall job prospects for individuals, and notes that in this sector the 
EU still trails behind Japan, Canada, South Korea and the USA. Additionally, the review suggests 
new indicators to complement GDP as a measure of progress of societies, given that economic 
growth, even during years of expansion, does not benefit all households equally. 
 
Undeclared work 
EU Employment Ministers have reached a general approach on the European Commission’s 
proposal to create a platform for cooperation in the prevention of undeclared work. The platform 
would facilitate cooperation between all enforcement bodies involved in tackling undeclared work, 
such as labour and social security inspectorates and tax and migration authorities, as well as other 
stakeholders, such as EU-level representatives of employers and employees. Negotiations can 
begin once the European Parliament has reached its position on the file. In Committee debates, 
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centre-left and centre-right MEPs have agreed that the Commission’s proposal does not go far 
enough to effectively combat undeclared work. A date has not yet been set for the Parliament’s 
vote.   
 
Europe 2020 and employment 
On 16 October EU Employment Ministers discussed the mid-term review of the Europe 2020 
Strategy for Smart, Sustainable and Inclusive Growth. Points raised by Ministers during the 
Council meeting include: 
 
 There is no need for new goals or targets but a better coordination and balance between 

economic and fiscal policies and social policies. 
 All stakeholders, including social partners, national, regional and local Parliaments have to be 

consulted and to participate in planning social and employment policy measures. 
 In the five years ahead, Member States should take supply-side measures and invest in 

human capital by providing young people with training, qualifications and skills possibilities, as 
well as by giving easier access of older workers to the labour market and by promoting gender 
equality. Job creation will also depend on demand-side measures. 

 The European Semester process must be improved. 
 
Prior to the Council meeting, Employment and Social Affairs Commissioner László Andor, 
stressed that Member States should improve their social welfare systems and set more ambitious 
targets to reduce the number of people at risk of poverty or social exclusion. The UK was 
represented by Esther McVey, Minister of State for Employment. 
 
Digital skills 
A report jointly-published by the European Commission and the US non-profit group New Media 
Consortium, entitled the ‘Horizon Report’, has found that poor digital skills among school pupils, as 
well as the need to integrate effective use of information and communication technologies into 
teacher training are among the most pressing challenges currently faced by European school 
education. The authors believe that social media, data-driven learning and assessment, cloud 
computing and computer games will be used more frequently in schools over the next few years.  
 
The report echoes the Commission’s action plan on “Opening up Education” from September 
2013, which has the objective of stimulating first-rate, innovative methods of learning and teaching 
via digital technologies and content. In the action plan, through opening up learning environments 
and delivering quality education more efficiently, the EU hopes to produce a better skilled 
workforce; enhancing competitiveness, growth and jobs. Issues such as these, and those raised 
by the Horizon Report, will be further discussed in Brussels on 11 December at the European 
high-level 'Education in the Digital Era' conference, jointly-organised by the European Commission 
and the Italian Presidency of the Council of the EU. 
 
Student mobility 
A recent study undertaken by Bruegel, a Brussels-based think-tank, has shown that in the four 
years between 2008 and 2012 the percentage of international and Erasmus students as a 
percentage of the student population of seven EU Member States (Belgium, Denmark, Germany, 



11 
 

11 

 

Spain, the Netherlands, Portugal and the UK) has increased, apart from in Germany, where the 
Erasmus population remained roughly stable but the international percentage dropped. The study 
shows that the UK has recorded a stable trend in increase of numbers of international students, as 
well as a slight rise in Erasmus participation from 2008-2012. This may be as a result of the 
implementation of the Bologna process and the European Higher Education Area; a Europe-wide 
process aimed at standardising studies in tertiary education and facilitating the movement of 
students within the 47 participating European countries. 
 
Erasmus+ 
The European Commission has now published the 2015 general call for the Erasmus+ programme 
for education, training youth and sport, which provides overriding deadlines for the main actions 
under the programme for the 2015 period. Building on the success of the Erasmus sub-
programme for Higher Education under the 2007-2013 Lifelong Learning Programme, Erasmus+ 
has been designed to increase the opportunity across all levels and sectors of education, from 
primary school to adult education, with as much emphasis on the value of non-formal and informal 
education and training as on the traditional domains of Higher Education.  
 
From the €14.7 billion budget for 2014-2020, although the majority will be primarily orientated 
towards the education and training element of the programme (enabling two million higher 
education students and 650,000 vocational students to spend part of their education and training 
abroad), the programme also aims to support mobility and partnership actions relevant to youth 
work and participation. Youth mobility projects will be funded (including youth exchanges), as well 
as the continuation of the European Voluntary Service.  
 
A further aspect is to make the programme reflect better Europe’s drive to become a strong player 
on the international stage, and cooperation will also be fostered especially between partner 
countries (especially those from the Eastern Partnership Agreement). Furthermore, the 
programme has been designed to realise the potential of ICT, with a large focus on the use of 
Open Education Resources, the establishment of ICT platforms, virtual mobility and the 
continuation of the e-Twinning scheme. Closer links with the world of work are a major priority, 
reflected by an emphasis on cross-sector strategic partnerships as well as new actions to enhance 
employability and entrepreneurship, such as Knowledge Alliances and Sector Skills Alliances.  
 
The new Erasmus+ Programme Guide for 2015 has now been published, providing detailed 
guidance on the Commission’s call. In addition, the Commission has also now launched an online 
linguistic support facility for Erasmus+ participants, in order to assess and improve their language 
skills. The service is aimed at all higher education students undertaking mobility, as well as young 
volunteers undertaking European Voluntary Service Activities. As from 2015 onwards, the service 
will also be made available to Vocational Education and Training learners. 
 
Student fees and support 
The European Commission has published its 2014-2015 report on National Student Fee and 
Support Systems in European Higher Education, which aims to give an overview of European 
public support towards fees in Europe. The report covers support offered to students in first and 
second degree cycles, and analyses payment methods of university fees and the availability of 
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grants, loans, tax benefits to the families of students. The report notes the massive divergence 
between Member States in the level of fees. In terms of funding, it shows that grants awarded 
based on need still dominate. 
 
Justice and Home Affairs 

Human trafficking 

On the eighth EU Anti-trafficking day on 18 October, the European Commission presented a mid-
term review of the implementation of the EU strategy towards the eradication of trafficking in 
human beings.  
 
The strategy’s objectives are: 
 

 Identifying, protecting and assisting victims of trafficking; 
 Stepping up the prevention of human trafficking; 
 Increased prosecution of traffickers; and 
 Enhanced cooperation, coordination and policy coherence. 

 
23,632 identified or presumed victims of human trafficking are reported in the Member States. 
Women and girls remain by far the largest group over the three reference years (2008-10), 
representing 80% of the total. Most of the registered victims (around 62%) are trafficked for the 
purpose of sexual exploitation. Trafficking within the EU dominates the statistics. 
 
The 2011 Directive on preventing the trafficking of human beings was to be transposed into 
national law by 6 April 2013. The Commission will report in 2015 on the state of transposition 
across the EU. 
 
Positive initiatives identified by the Commission include: 
 

 The publication of guidelines for the identification of human trafficking victims targeted at 
consular services and border guards; 

 The creation of the EU Civil Society Platform against trafficking in human beings and the e-
Platform for hundreds of civil society organisations working on trafficking in human beings; 

 Guidelines issues to all Member States on EU rights of victims of trafficking in human 
beings; 

 The implementation of the 2009 Action Oriented Paper on strengthening the EU external 
dimension of trafficking in human beings; 

 The publication of a handbook for authorities and other stakeholders to reinforce 
guardianship systems to cater for the specific needs of child victims of trafficking; and 
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 Successful cooperation between  the European Police College, Europol, Eurojust (the EU’s 
judicial cooperation unit), the European Union Agency for Fundamental Rights, the 
European Agency for the Management of Operational Cooperation at the External Borders 
of the Member States of the European Union (Frontex) and the European Asylum Support 
Office  

 
The Commission plans to develop a new strategy for post 2016 in consultation with stakeholders 
and based on lessons learned over recent years.  
 
Migrants 
On 22 October, MEPs and the Italian Presidency of the EU discussed the EU-wide police 
crackdown on clandestine migrants “Mos Maiorum”. The “Mos Maiorum” operation involves 
apprehending migrants that cross the EU’s external borders as well as those that cross national 
borders between Member States. MEPs called for more information on the joint police operation 
initiated by the Italian Presidency of the Council, the role of the EU border check management 
agency Frontex, and what happens to the people who are apprehended. They urged the 
Presidency to return to Parliament to present the results of the operation. 
 
Many MEPs stressed the need for a system of legal immigration and noted that the existence of 
such an operation shows the insufficiency of the Dublin regulations (which determine which EU 
country must process asylum applications) and questioned whether such ad hoc operations are 
the right tools to solve irregular migration. Many MEPs stressed that northern EU countries should 
show more solidarity with those on the southern borders, and some called for more stringent 
border checks. 
 
The European Agency for Fundamental Rights has emphasised the need to take fundamental 
rights concerns into account during the police operation, including by ensuring that domestic 
protection procedures exist for asylum seekers, presumed victims of human trafficking as well as 
separated children. 
 

Regional Policy  

Partnership Agreements 
The European Commission has now signed a total of 18 Partnership Agreements (PAs) on 
European Structural and Investment Funds with EU countries and is analysing the remaining 10 
PAs received, including that of the United Kingdom. The draft Cohesion Policy Operational 
Programmes (OPs), which outline each Member State’s investment plans for EU Structural and 
Investment Funds for 2014-2020 are also being scrutinised. To date, only three OPs – from 
Denmark, Lithuania and Schleswig-Holstein in Germany – have been adopted. The Commission 
has underlined that a strategic approach to the use of the funds is critical and quality is more 
important than the speed in which the PAs and OPs are agreed.  
 



14 
 

14 

 

Cohesion Policy and economic governance 
Outgoing Regional Policy Commissioner, Johannes Hahn, recently met with national Ministers 
responsible for Cohesion Policy for a discussion of the link between Cohesion Policy and 
economic governance. Hahn stressed that a key result of his term in office was the placing of 
Cohesion Policy at the centre of EU economic governance and the European semester process. 
Hahn also noted that Cohesion Policy, the EU economic governance process and the European 
Semester pursue the same objective of sustained and sustainable economic growth. 
 

Research and Innovation  

European Research Area 

The European Commission has published its second report analysing the current state of play 
towards completion of the European Research Area (ERA). Following the first progress report in 
2013 (which in turn built on the 2012 Communication ‘A Reinforced European Research Area 
Partnership for Excellence and Growth’ and which presented an overview of the political context, 
steps taken and first achievements of the ERA), the 2014 analysis emphasises that conditions for 
the completion of ERA identified in 2012 are now in place at the European level, and that it is now 
within the Member States where further reforms must now be implemented.  
 
The report broadly concludes that: 
 
 Member States are increasingly adopting measures in support of ERA; whilst also reflecting 

these in their national reform programmes.  
 European stakeholder organisations continuously support the ERA agenda. 
 The EU has now embedded ERA in the ‘European semester’ policy planning process; as well 

as providing financial support for ERA measures (such as open recruitment, open access and 
gender equality) through the Horizon 2020 programme. 

 A solid monitoring mechanism – an essential component in ERA policy-making – has now been 
established, and is delivering data on levels of progress. 

 
The Commission is keen to emphasise that the completion of ERA, like the internal market, is a 
gradual process. However, the report does highlight that further efforts are needed at Member 
State and stakeholder level to make ERA fully operational. 
 
As well as presenting both new and updated measures adopted at national level, the 2014 
Progress Report also compares the implementation of ERA actions at national level by research-
funding and research-performing organisations.  
 

Fast Track to Innovation  

Fast Track to Innovation (FTI) is an upcoming funding scheme within Horizon 2020 for which the 
first call will be launched in January 2015. The scheme was a late entrant during the negotiation 
process for Horizon 2020. There will be a further call in 2016. 
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Running initially as a pilot scheme, FTI will fund close-to-market innovation activities (reimbursed 
at 70% of direct costs) which aim to speed up the time to market for innovative products, 
processes and services. Projects should be business-driven and show a strong potential for quick 
deployment and market take-up of innovation. The scheme will target "relatively mature new 
technologies, concepts, processes and business models that need a last development step to 
reach the market".  
 
Proposals can be submitted in any area of technology that is within the scope of the second or 
third pillars in Horizon 2020 (Leadership in Industrial and Enabling Technologies; Societal 
Challenges) and the overall budget for the first call will be €100 million, which will be distributed 
equally over three cut-off deadlines during the course of 2015. The Commission anticipates that 
the first call will be oversubscribed and only a limited number of projects will be successful, given 
that it is a pilot initiative with a relatively small budget.  

 
In terms of eligibility for projects, a maximum of five legal entities can participate in a project, and 
consortium partners from industry must be involved. The main eligibility rule is that either 60% of 
the budget should be allocated to industry; or the minimum number of industry participants should 
be two in a three or four partner consortium or three out of a five partner consortium. The call text 
mentions that “first-time applicants to Horizon 2020 and SMEs are particularly welcome”, although 
this is not reflected within the evaluation criteria.  
 

International R&I 

The European Commission has published a report on the implementation of the EU strategy for 
international cooperation in research and innovation, along with specific roadmaps for cooperation 
with certain non-European countries. The report focuses on how the international cooperation in 
research and innovation strategy, launched in 2012, has been implemented in Horizon 2020. An 
important part of the strategy is to ensure the openness of the Horizon 2020 programme to 
collaboration with non-European countries and embedding international cooperation across the 
whole programme. 
 
The report highlights that the ‘Excellent Science’ pillar of Horizon 2020 provides many 
opportunities for the participation of researchers from outside Europe in project teams. In other 
parts of the programme, around 20% of all topics in the first Work Programmes are flagged as 
being suitable for international cooperation. The report also provides a detailed overview of 
specific roadmaps developed between the EU and specific non-European countries and the areas 
of research cooperation which are prioritised. Examples include Brazil (marine research, 
bioeconomy); India (health, water); China (sustainable urbanisation, ICT); Japan (transport, space) 
and the USA (nanotech, raw materials).  
 

Big data 

An agreement has been signed between the European Commission and Europe’s data industry 
(represented by the Big Data Value Association) paving the way for the launch of a Public Private 
Partnership (PPP) on Big Data. The PPP, which should issue its first calls for collaborative 
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research and innovation projects in early 2015, is expected to see around €500 million of Horizon 
2020 funding committed along with some €2 billion from the private sector.  
 
The major aim of the PPP is to focus research and innovation efforts on ‘game-changing’ big data 
ideas in various fields; including energy, health and manufacturing. The projected impact of the 
PPP’s activities by 2020 is in attaining 30% of the global data market for European suppliers; 
creating 100,000 new data-related jobs in Europe; lower energy consumption and more productive 
industrial machinery. The new initiative joins the eight existing contractual PPPs under Horizon 
2020, in which the calls appear in annual work programmes and are managed by the Commission 
(the others include Factories of the Future; Sustainable Process Industries; and High-Performance 
Computing). Establishing the Big Data PPP was a major priority of the Commission’s 
Communication on the Data-Driven Economy, published in July this year. 
 
Upcoming Events and Meetings  

November  December  
1 New European Commission takes 

office 
1 Employment, Social Policy, Health and 

Consumer Affairs Council 
7 Economic and Financial Affairs Council 3 Transport, Telecommunications and 

Energy Council 
10-11 Agriculture and Fisheries Council 4-5 Justice and Home Affairs Council 
12-13 Mini European Parliament Plenary 4-5 Competitiveness Council 

14 Economic and Financial Affairs Council 9 Economic and Financial Affairs Council 
17-18 Foreign Affairs Council 11 Employment, Social Policy, Health and 

Consumer Affairs Council 
18-19 General Affairs Council 12-15 Foreign Affairs Council 

21 Foreign Affairs Council 15-18 European Parliament Plenary 
24-27 European Parliament Plenary 15-16 Agriculture and Fisheries Council 

25 Education, Youth, Culture and Sport 
Council 

16 General Affairs Council 

27 Transport, Telecommunications and 
Energy Council 

17 Environment Council 
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Annexe B - The new European Commission 
 
The Composition of the new Commission is— 
 

 
 
Following the approval of the new Commission by the European Parliament, the latter issued the 
following press release which includes statements by the Commission-President elect and the 
leaders of each political grouping in the European Parliament: 
 
Parliament elects new European Commission 
Plenary Session Press release - Institutions − 22-10-2014 - 17:06  
 
Parliament President Martin Schulz congratulates Commission President-elect Jean-Claude 
Juncker after Parliament elected the new Commission.  
MEPs approved the new college of 27 Commissioners, as presented by its President-elect 
Jean-Claude Juncker on Wednesday morning, with 423 votes in favour, 209 against and 67 
abstentions. The new Commission now needs to be formally appointed by EU heads of 
state or government to enable it to take up duty on 1 November for a five-year term.  
 
By way of comparison, the first Barroso Commission was voted into office in November 2004 by 
449 votes to 149, with 82 abstentions. The second Barroso Commission was elected on 9 
February 2010 by 488 votes to 137, with 72 abstentions. 
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In his opening statement on Wednesday morning, President-elect of the European Commission 
Jean-Claude Juncker outlined a number of changes to portfolios as requested by committees after 
the hearings of Commissioners-designate. 
 
“I have a contract with the Parliament and I will respect it” 
 
Given its composition, Mr Juncker, said “The future Commission will be very political” He defended 
its new architecture, with Vice-Presidents to “coordinate, put together and organise ideas”.  He 
stressed that he had had to “fight” to get enough women on board his college but admitted that “9 
women out of 28 Commissioners is still pathetic.” 
 
Taking on board criticisms expressed by MEPs as part of the hearings, Mr Juncker said he had 
decided to give the pharmaceuticals back to the health commissioner Vytenis Andriukaitis, jointly 
with Elżbieta  Bienkowska, who would also be responsible for space policy, citizenship to Dimitris 
Avramapoulos and sport to Tibor Navracsics. He said he could not agree to the proposal to delete 
the word “negotiations” in the title of the enlargement portefolio as this would mean deluding the 
EU candidate countries. 
 
On the proposed Investor - State Dispute Settlement clause in the TTIP talks, Mr Juncker said he 
would not allow the jurisdiction of EU courts to be limited by such a clause. He also stressed he 
would stick to his €300 billion investment package proposal, which will be presented “before 
Christmas.” 
 
“The rules (of the stability pact) will not be changed”, Mr Juncker said, underlining that “they will be 
implemented with the degree of flexibility” that the treaties allow. 
 
Manfred Weber (European People’s Party, DE) said that citizens had been central in the 
process leading up to the election of the next Commission. "European democracy has made big 
strides forward." His group values Mr Juncker's experience and his political approach. "Now I want 
to start working on Europe's stability, growth, on migration issues, showing respect for the national 
level of competence and turning our eyes again beyond European borders", he said. 
 
Gianni Pittella (Progressive Alliance of Socialists and Democrats, IT) said“Today the worst 
enemy of Europe is not populism, but the lack of courage of our European leaders.” We in the 
S&D will be encouraging you and we will be the critical spirit of the majority.” Mr Pittella warned 
that the Commission’s credibility will be at stake on the €300 bn investment plan and spoke out 
against a “race to the bottom” between European workers. He vowed to revise the posting of 
workers directive and revive the maternity leave directive. 
 
Syed Kamall (European Conservatives and Reformists, UK) said “We welcome the fact that 
the structure does not look like desperately seeking 27 places for 27 people," praising Mr Juncker 
for having come up "with an integrated structure focused on outcomes.” He also welcomed 
proposals to cut red tape, and focus on the digital market, energy security and the subsidiarity 
principle. “We are disappointed that you did not support Parliament’s request to have a budgetary 
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control commissioner”, Mr Kamall said, criticising the appointment of Mr Moscovici. “We will 
abstain. and confront you with the challenges of the future”, he added. 
 
Guy Verhofstadt (Alliance of Liberals and Democrats for Europe, BE) gave "a clear yes" to 
the new, hoping it would act differently from the previous one. "We expect a Commission with 
ambition and vision, to lead us out of the crisis, and not a secretariat of the Council", he said. He 
insisted on the necessity of a "credible strategy on investment and growth" and asked Mr Juncker 
to intervene immediately should deadlock occur where Commissioners share portfolios, like 
Messrs Dombrovskis and Moscovici. Mr Verhofstadt said he supported a letter written by major 
European artists criticising the attribution of the Culture portfolio to Commissioner Navracsics. 
 
Neoklis Sylikiotis (European United Left/Nordic Green Left, CY) said that the proposed college 
shows that the new Commission will support neoliberal policies that lead to loss of jobs, harsh 
austerity and the asphyxiation of small and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs). This new 
Commission is the “fruit of an agreement between the S&D, ALDE and EPP groups, which flies in 
the face of decision making in the EU”, he said. “We want to see real change in EU policy in order 
to get us out of the crisis and create jobs”, instead of continuing austerity, he concluded. 
 
Rebecca Harms (Greens/Europe Free Alliance, DE) said “My group will say 'no' to the Juncker 
Commission”, adding that “The decision that Mr Navracsics should take his portfolio is in itself 
grounds to say no”. She also criticised the Juncker team's approach to climate policy and the lack 
of a sustainable development focus, as well as its “irresponsible approach” to refugee policy. 
 
Nigel Farage (Europe of Freedom and Direct Deomcracy, UK) said "We will vote against this 
anti-democratic form of government", adding that "This will be the last European Commission that 
governs Great Britain, because at the end of the five years, we will be out of here". 
 
Harald Vilimsky (Non-Inscrits, AT) said “Just as we didn’t mourn the departure of Mr Barroso, 
we’re not particularly happy with Mr Juncker being sworn in either”, adding that “Neither Mr 
Barroso nor Mr Juncker were candidates of the people (…) They represent the technocracy, the 
nomenklatura”, he added. “We will vote against you and by doing so, vote in favour of the family of 
European peoples”, he added. 
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